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Boundary  Peak  Ascent

Itinerary
The ascent can be done in a long day but we prefer to camp the night before near the base to reduce the driving time on our 
ascent day. A 4x4 vehicle is also needed to make the closest approach and we arrange that for you - no need to try and coax 
the Prius up a bad road.
Since we drive to about 9850 feet and then hike from there any time you can spend beforehand camping at 7-8,000 feet will 
also significantly aid in your acclimatization.

Day 1: Meet in Bishop and then drive to a car camp at about 8000 feet in Queen Canyon north of Benton just over the border 
into Nevada. This is about a 50 mile drive from Bishop. We will have dinner here and be in bed early.

Day 2: The next day we drive to the top of Queen Canyon at 9850 feet. Parking here we head out along a rough trail on the 
south side of the ridge to Trail Canyon Saddle at 10,800 feet.
Somewhere here the trail deteriorates further as we climb a steep slope directly towards the summit with a final scramble over 
large talus blocks onto the high point of Nevada at over 13,000 feet. We retrace our tracks back down aiming to arrive mid 
afternoon at the vehicles.

Distance: ~8 miles round-trip; Elevation gain: ~3500 feet

Meeting place and time
We will meet the first day at 3:00 p.m. at the world headquarters of Sierra Mountain Center, 200 South Main Street, in Bishop. 
We are on the east side of Highway 395 in the second block south of the south most traffic light (intersection of Line Street and 
Main Street/Highway 395). Or if you prefer, just across from the Mountain Rambler Brewery. We will do a final gear check and 
distribute group equipment. 

Dates and Prices 
Check the latest brochure, call us or go to our web site for dates and rates. Should minimum participant numbers not be reached you 
will be given the option of paying our private rate, rescheduling, or canceling. Price includes guiding and all necessary group gear. 

Ratios
Five participants to one guide.

Notes and other information
This peak is subject to thunderstorms if we have a moist weather pattern set up with tropical moisture moving up from the south. 
We would be very exposed to the storms and this is not the place to be in an electrical storm. An adverse weather pattern may 
result in cancellation of the trip. Please keep in touch with us as the trip approaches for weather updates. 
This is a trip to high elevations and lack of acclimatization to the elevation is the primary reason that hikers do not do well on this 
trip. One option is to camp a day or two at the Cottonwood trailhead area, near Mt. Whitney, where there is a walk in camp-
ground at 10,200’. Another option is Sabrina campground near Sabrina Lake or Willows campground near South Lake; both are 
reached by traveling west on the 168 from Bishop. Ask us for details.

Prerequisites
This will be a primarily off trail hike. You need to feel comfortable carrying a day pack across this type of terrain so prior cross 
country experience is suggested. This is a high elevation trip and prior hiking experience above 10,000 feet is advised. 

Since Boundary Peak straddles the border between Nevada and California it can be debated if it is truly a 
Nevada Peak, but it is accepted as being the high point of Nevada. (The highest point totally within the state is 
Wheeler Peak near Ely.) 

What cannot be debated is that it is a great desert peak climb complete with wild horses, expansive views 
and bristlecone pines. And at 13,140 feet in height it is on par with many Sierra Peaks and is a tremendous 
viewpoint looking far to the east over the seemingly endless basins and ranges of Nevada.

Our route is primarily a use trail, or no trail at all, with talus hopping and easy scrambling.



Essentials
r Footwear. You will be hiking roughly 7-8 miles off trail. Please 
bring sturdy hiking boots that you have broken in and that are 
suitable for off trail travel. Your feet are your transportation.
r Daypack. A pack of 25-35 L is big enough.

Clothing
r Socks. A mid-weight, non-cotton sock is ideal, such as a 
Smartwool or Darn Tough hiking specific sock. Please do not bring 
low-cut ankle socks as they can lead to rubbing on the heel.
r 1 mid-weight long-sleeve top. Capilene, Merino or other syn-
thetic. 
r 1 pair of long-johns or tights. Capilene, Merino or other syn-
thetic.  
r 1 warm shirt. Synchilla or 200 weight works well.
r 1 warm jacket. A down jacket is preferred with around 800 
fill. For camp or for in the pack in case of bad weather.
r Waterproof Jacket and Pants - Lightweight and non-bulky. Side 
zips on the pants should be long enough to slide on over boots. 
Jacket must have a hood. 
r 1 pair of hiking pants. 
r 1 long-sleeve sun shirt. We recommend a “hoody” style though 
anything that covers your arms and is synthetic is great.
r 1 lightweight pair of polypropylene or similar gloves. 
r 1 warm hat/beanie. Synthetics are less itchy than wool.
r Sunhat. Better to cover up than just rely upon sunscreen.

Etc.
r Sun glasses. Good quality. If using prescription lenses consider 
a backup pair.
r Water carrying system with a capacity of 2-3 liters. A combina-
tion of a bottle and hydration system works well. We recommend a 
2 liter bladder for daily trail use and an additional Klean Kanteen 
insulated bottle for drink flavoring, coffee, etc. This can be your 
thermos and additional water bottle.
r Headlamp. With a spare set of batteries.
r  Hand sanitizer- a personal travel size bottle.
r  Toilet paper. The used toilet paper will go in a paper bag, 
which then goes in a ziplock, which you carry in your pack.
r Sunscreen and lip screen. SPF 30+. A 1oz. bottle will be 
enough. Make sure the lip screen actually contains a sunscreen. 
r Basic first aid supplies such as ibuprofen, moleskin, and tape. 
Your guides will have extensive first aid kits so please don’t go 
overboard with your personal kits. If you tend to take NSAID’s reg-
ularly please bring your own, or if your feet require constant blister 
attention please bring tape and moleskin.

r Camera, a spare memory card and battery. No big cameras 
please; compacts only. You can substitute a camera phone.
r Trekking poles*. These are not essential, but can be handy 
on the trail. It is your choice, but they do save the knees on long 
descents.

Food
r  We include dinner on Day 1 and breakfast and lunch on Day 
2. Bring your own snack items like cliff bars, power bars, or gorp 
concoctions for all days. Also bring your favorite hot drinks (tea, 
hot chocolate, cider etc.). A days worth for most people would be 
2 bars, 3 ounces of gorp, and perhaps a candy bar. Don’t over 
do it. 

Car Camping Equipment
r Sleeping Bag. Most summer trips are warm and a bag rated 
to about 25°F will be warm enough. 
r Sleeping pad. Go luxury and bring a full length closed cell foam 
and a Thermarest. If you bring a Thermarest also bring a repair kit to 
fix pesky holes.
r Eating and drinking equipment.
r Pocket knife. Swiss army style.
r Personal toiletries. 
r	 Ear plugs are great to have in a noisy tent.
r Optional reading material etc.
r Shoes for camp.

Shared Equipment Provided by SMC
r Shelter. We will provide a tent, or you can just sleep out under 
the desert sky.
r Kitchen and cookware.

You specifically don’t need	
x Big first aid kits (we have a comprehensive one).
x Deodorant or any toiletries beyond those listed above.
x Items that are not on this list.

Additional Thoughts
r Some people, particularly women, tend to run colder than oth-
ers. If this is the case add another layer or two, a warmer sleeping 
bag, warmer boots and extra handwarmers
r Women – see our “Women on the Trail” information sheet at 
the Women’s Trips pages on the website.

 Equipment List for the Boundary Peak Ascent
The following list is a general guide and will assist you in packing for the program. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have 
specific questions regarding equipment or if you need assistance prior to making a purchase. When backpacking paying attention to 
the details and creating a personal system will lead to success. Experiment with your gear and your packing style before arriving in the 
Sierra. Consider the month, weather patterns, and snow conditions. Think lightweight. Items with a * can be rented from SMC.


